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Kevin Butler’s leg has . 
been important. to the 
Bears this year, and he 
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Status Report 


Bears enter playoffs ready to prove critics wrong 


By Michael Polzin 
Managing Editor 


Though the status of the Chicago Bears has fallen with 
the rise of the New York Giants, the Bears still find them- 
selves coming off the most successful season any defend- 
ing Super Bowl champion has, had. 

The team’s accomplishments this year include: 

eA winning season for the third straight year, the first 
time the Bears have done that since 1963-65. Chicago 
came from behind to win seven games and won five games 
by a field goal or less. 

eSending seven players, Walter Payton, Jim Covert, Jay 
Hilgenberg, Mike Singletary, Dave Duerson, Steve 
McMichael and Wilber Marshall, to the Pro Bowl- 

Having the number one ranked defense in the NFL for 
the third straight year, a feat no other NFL team has done. 
The Bears finished first in total yards allowed and second 
_in both pass and rush defense. 

Establishing an NFL record for fewest points allowed 
in a 16-game season (187). 

eWinning 39 games in the last three regular seasons, 
the most ever by an NFL team in a three-year period. 

eBecoming the first NFL team since the 1939-42 Bears 
to lead the league in rushing four consecutive years. 

eWalter Payton tying Jim Brown’s career rushing touch- 
down mark of 106. 

Willie Gault finishing the season with a career-high 42 
receptions and becoming the first wide receiver to lead 
the Bears in receptions since James Scott in 1977. | 

Kevin Butler leading the NFC in scoring for the second 
straight year and becoming the first Bear to have back- 
to-back 100-point seasons. ; 

eGary Fencik breaking Richie Petitbon’s all-time Bear 
interception record of 37. ~ ie 

@Mike Richardson finishing with seven interceptions, be- 
coming just the fourth Bear since 1963 to have seven in- 
terceptions in one season. 

eWilber Marshall finishing with five interceptions, the 
most by a Bear lineman since 1976. 

eRichard Dent leading the team in sacks for the third 
straight year with 11.5. ‘ 

eDoug Flutie leading the team in pass rating at 80.1 and 
throwing two touchdown passes against Dallas, only the 
second time this year a Bears’ quarterback has passed 
for two or more touchdowns in a game. 

eAnd Dennis Gentry leading the NFL in kickoff returns 

“with a 28.8-yard average. 

Now the key, of course, is to make sure those perfor- 
mances continue through the playoffs. With no major in- 
juries, the Bears are in good shape to do it. 


Only Payton and Shaun Gayle didn’t pragtice after _ 


. Christmas last week. Payton was sick from the medica- 
tion he received for his sore shoulder. And Gayle was 
suffering from a stiff back he hurt against Dallas. Neither 
injuty-is considered serious. 

Right now the Bears are practicing in Suwanee, Ga: af- 
ter leaving Chicago Sunday night. The Bears will return 
on Friday for their game Saturday afternoon at Soldier 
Field. 

When they play that game, the Bears will find out if a 
rookie quarterback can lead them successfully in the 
playoffs and if the defense can continue to hold opponents 
‘to around 10 points a game. 

The biggest thing coach Mike Ditka will ask of Flutie is 
to not turn the ball over. That’s been a continuing problem 
for Chicago this year. 

The Bears led the NFC in giveaways with 47, two be- 
hind the league-leading total of 49 by the Raiders and 
Chargers. The Bears and Rams tied for the’NFC lead in 
fumbles with 22 and Chicago was second in interceptions 
with 25. 

But Chicago's defense kept the Bears in games by forc- 
ing a total of 47 takeaways, second-highest in the league. 

“We have to keep doing the same things we've been 
doing and limit turnovers,’’ Hilgenberg said. ‘It’s just con- 
centration. If we were playing a playoff team when we had 
those turnovers against Dallas we would have been in a 
bad hole right off the bat. It’s important for us not to turn 
the ball over in the playoffs, especially with the defenses 
we'll face.” 

Bears must capitalize on opportunities 

The Bears could face some stingy defenses in the 
Playoffs, with the Giants ranking second in the NFL in 
defense, the Rams fifth and and 49ers sixth. 

Which makes capitalizing on opportunities inside the op- 
ponents’ 20-yard line even more important. Butler led the 
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Turnovers can become an even bigger factor in playoff games, and the Bears will have to limit them fo be successful this 


year. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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Continued From Page 3 


league in field-goal attempts this year, but that may be 
more of a sign of the offense’s inability to score touch- 
downs than Ditka’s confidence in Butler’s leg. 

Flutie also will be looked on to get the Bears in the end 
zone better than Steve Fuller or Mike Tomczak could. The 
Bears’ 21 rushing touchdowns ranked third in the league, 
but their 12 passing touchdowns was the lowest total in 
the NFL. 

Hilgenberg thinks Flutie will perform better knowing Dit- 
ka wants to stick with him all the way. “It really doesn’t 
matter to us who’s playing back there, but he knows it’s 
his game,”’ he said. ‘‘We’ve settled on a quarterback and 
it’s important we have a good week of practice. | think 
everything’s very positive.” 

Unfortunately, William Perry’s weight also has been very 
positive, in that it Keeps going up. Ditka said last week 
Perry now weighs around 350 pounds, but he won't fine 
him because he believes it won’t do any good. 

Ditka also won’t buy any excuses about Perry’s bad 
knee affecting his weight. ‘‘There’s a thousand alibis and 
a thousand ways you can do it,’’ Ditka said. ““We’ve got 
every piece of equipment back there. We got anything you 
want and that’s not gonna hurt your knee. You can’t hurt 
your knee that much because you play the football game 
every Sunday. If he’s alibiing that way he’s totally wrong.” 

: Perry could have short career 
» Ditka also was concerned with Perry’s overall health. 


Final totals 


“I’m not worried about how he’s playing. | want him to 
be alive when he’s 29 years old,”’ he said. “| also see a 
very short career if you don’t change it. Sometimes you 
can’t keep those things under control. It’s up to the in- 
dividual.”” 

Ditka said the Bears would bring Perry’s weight down 
before the playoffs start, though they don’t expect Perry 
to lose 25 pounds. 

Besides that there doesn’t seem to be any reason why 
the defense can’t keep rolling along like it has all season, 
allowing opponents an average of just under 12 points a 
game. 

The Bear defense also allowed the fewest number of 
touchdowns in the NFL (20) and the fewest rushing touch- 
downs (4) and passing touchdowns (12). It also gave up 
four return touchdowns. 

“The biggest factor right now is communication,”’ said 
Singletary. ‘‘it’s something that we really need to zero in 
on. It’s not a problem, but it can become a problem. We're 
really gonna have to key in on a lot of things getting ready 
for the playoffs. If we can just do the small things, that 
can make the difference in the playoffs.” 

Just as the offense wants to stay away from turnovers, 
the defense wants to avoid mistakes in coverage that can 
lead to a big play. Vince Tobin’s defensive scheme is 
based on preventing the big play, and so far it’s worked 
well this season. 

“The biggest thing is to make sure we don’t make any 
mistakes. We need every inch we can get,’” Singletary 
said. “If we do the things we’re capable of doing, we'll 
do fine. | think we'll be where we want to be.” 


Bears Defensive Stats 


Solo 


Player Total 


Assists PD's FR'sFC BL Sacks/Yds. 


Mike Singletary 
Gary Fencik 
Wilber Marshall 
Dave Duerson 
Otis Wilson 
Steve McMichael 
William Perry 
Mike Richardson 
Reggie Phillips 
Dan Hampton 
Richard Dent 
Vestee Jackson 
Todd Bell 
Shaun Gayle 
Mike Hartenstine 
Henry Waechter 
AY Harris 
Ron Rivera 
Jim Morrissey 
Dan Rains 
Maurice Douglass 


Thomas Sanders ~ 10 
I Jim Morrissey 5 13 
Dan Rains &} 
Ron Rivera 3 
Shaun Gayle a7; 
Dave Duerson 2 
Calvin Thomas 3 
Al Harris 0 
Maurice Douglass 1 
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Ditka, players like role of the underdog 


“Once you make the playoffs, it’s a three-game series. 
If you’re the hot team, you have a chance to win it all,” 
said Bears coach Mike Ditka. 

The defending world champion Bears are not the hot 
team — at least not in the minds of many pro football fans 
and experts. 

After 21 games including exhibitions, after a 14-2 regu- 
lar season record, after putting together the best back-to- 
back seasons in the history of 16-game schedules, the 
Bears ‘are not the hot team. 


By 
Don 
Pierson 


“We're the underdog. How many times have the defend- 
ing world champions been the underdog?”’ asked safety, 
Dave Duerson. ° . 

The Bears like their position. Before the season, odds 
were against them simply because history is against them. 
No Super Bowl champion has repeated since the 1978-79 


, Pittsburgh Steelers. 


' If the San Francisco 49ers or the Oakland Raiders 
couldn’t do it, the Bears wouldn’t do it either. And those 


. predictions were made when quarterback Jim McMahon 


had two healthy shoulders. 

Now, with virtually no other serious injuries and a 14-2 
record, the Bears enter a three-game series for the cham- 
pionship as underdogs. 


Bears like their position 
“I think it’s great,’’ Duerson said. ‘{Since no one is ex- 
pecting anything from us, we can simply relax. There won't 
be a lot of media buildup because we've been basically 
written off. We can go about our business.” 
Ditka likes his position, too. 


’ 


Dave Duerson, like most other Bear players, doesn’t mind bein: 


by Jonathan Daniel) 


“I’m not saying it’s the ideal situation. It would have 
been nice to have Jim healthy all year,”’ he said. 

People forget the Bears didn’t lose McMahon recently. 
He hasn't been healthy since opening day, when his shoul- 
der suffered its first injury against the Cleveland Browns. 

McMahon played in only five other games and didn’t 
feel right in any of them. 

Yet the Bears won. 

It is true that the last team the Bears beat with a win- 
ning record was the Minnesota Vikings, who also beat 
them. But the Bears are quick to point out they didn’t make 
the schedule. 

“People say we play teams without good records,” said 
tackle Jimbo Covert. “That's a bunch of crap. Those teams 
are playing the world champions. Every team might have 
acertain scheme and as soon as they play us, they change 
it because they want to screw us up.” 

Not having McMahon did not keep opponents from 
wanting a piece of the world champions. 

And McMahon’s absence didn’t make the other 44 play- 
ers run away and hide. 

“Fortunately, our team responded,”’ Ditka said. 

“A lot of people probably thought we wouldn’t win as 
many as we have even with McMahon,” Covert said. 
“Once he went down, a lot of people thought, ‘Well, they’re 
not going to win too many after this,’ And we won. We’re 
always going to try to find a way to win. It’s a tribute to 
the character of this team.” 

“Character” has been a more accurate catch-word than 
“characters” to describe this team, although the charac- 
ters certainly do linger. 

“Vm extremely proud of this team,’’ Ditka said. ‘‘Be- 
cause people said we couldnt do it. They said we couldn't 
line up on defense. We figured it out.” 


Defense as good as last year 
Defense again is the strength of this club, but again, 
good defense is made up of more than 11 parts. 


The offense led the league in rushing for the fourth year : 


in a row, which helped the defense lead the league for 
an unprecedented third year in a row. Good running and 
good defense usually go hand-in-hand. 

The defense set a record for fewest points allowed — 
187 — ina 16-game schedule, breaking the record of 195 
set by the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1978. 

The defense also allowed 4,130 yards, five fewer than 
last year’s defense. It allowed opponents to convert only 
32 percent of third downs compared to 30 percent last 
year. There were 31 interceptions this year, 34 last year. 
There were 62 sacks this year, 64 last year. 


ig the underdog in the playoffs this year. (Bear Report photo 


i 
f. 
ae 
et 
$ 
3 


Mike Ditka knows the Bears are an underdog in the playoffs, 
but thinks they shouldn’t be if people know better. (Bear 
Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


The essential difference between last year and this year 
was that Buddy Ryan became more famous than Vince 
Tobin. 

“’m happy for the players and for Vince,” Ditka said. 
“He took a heck of a challenge. He could have taken 
another job where he wouldn’t be expected to climb Mt. 
Everest.” 

The defense is clearly the best in the league and is one 
of the best ever, if not the best. It is so good it renders 
quarterbacks useless for opponents and unnecessary for 
the Bears. 

That is why turnovers, not quarterbacks, are Ditka’s 
primary concern entering the playoffs. Not even the great 
teams can expect to overcome turnovers against playoff 
teams. . 

As for the quarterback, Ditka chose Flutie on a gut feel- 
ing, probably soon after seeing him practice two months 
ago. Ditka simply thinks Flutie is better than Mike Tomc- 
zak or Steve Fuller. That is not only a coach’s preroga- 
tive; it is his duty to make a decision and go with it. Right 
or wrong, fair or unfair, stacked deck or not, Ditka will live 
or die with Flutie. 

“One of the great things Doug does is he sees the whole 
field. He knows where everybody is at. I’m just looking for 
accuracy in throwing the ball downfield. We're not going 
to do it 40 times, but we still have to be effective when 
we do it. He does it very well,” Ditka said. 

As intriguing a story as Flutie is, he is not yet the hot 
story of these playoffs. He is not only “too short,” he 
throws sidearm and has to have the plays taped to his wrist 
to remember them. 

But the attitude, of the Bears is good entering the 
playoffs. They know it takes more than coaches or quar- 
terbacks. 

“It would have been easy for these players to say, ‘This 
isn’t going right,’ or ‘That isn’ going right,’ or ‘We’ve got 
new coaches,’ or ‘We've got a new quarterback,’ ’’ Ditka 
said. “But they haven’t done it. They've tried to pick up 
the pieces.” ' 

The underdogs are ready. Ditka cannot contain his typi- 
cal enthusiasm. , ; 

“If people are smart,” he said with a.gleem in his eye, 
“‘we won't be underdogs. This team knows what we have 
to do and we're going to do it.” 
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Washington Redskins vs. Chicago Bears 


Washington 
Numerical Roster 


No. Name Pos, Ht = «Wt = Age Yr. College 

6 Jess Atkinson...... evipes K $10 180 2 9 Auburn 
10 Jay Schtoeder ..... a! :) 64 214 25 3 UCLA 
12 Steve Cox....... P 64 19 2 6 Arkansas 
17 Doug Williams . QB 64 220 31 6 Grambling 
22 ‘Curtis Jordan ..... FS 62 204 32 10 Texas Tech 
23 Todd Bowles S$ 62 203 2 R Temple 
24 Kelvin Bryant P RB 62 195 26 1 North Carolina 
28 Darrell Green *.. 7 cB 58 170 26 4 Texas Aa! 
31 Ken Jenkins . RBIKR 58 185 27 4 Bucknell 
32 Vernon Dean......... CB Cah An = hy San Diego St. 
35 Keith Griffin... RB 58 18 2 3 Miami (FL) 
38 George Rogers . ° RB 62 229 27 6 South Carolina 
40 Alvin Walton... ; S 60 180 22 R Kansas 
41 Tom Morrison... . cB 61 195 23 R North Carolina 
45 Barry Wilburn eas cB 63 186 22 2 Mississippi 
46 Ricky Sanders fas RB 511 18024 ‘SW Texas St. 
48 Ken Coffey..............2 Ss 6.0 199 2 3 ‘SW Texas St. 
51 Monte Coleman .... LB 62 230 29 8. Central Arkansas 
52 Neal Olkewicz......5....., LB 60 2339 2 8 Maryland 
53 JeffiBostic........ ss. c 62, 260, 2 7 Clemson 
+54 Joe Krakoski..... ss LB 61 224—=«Bs Washington 
56 + Calvin Daniels LB 63 241 27 5 North Carolina 
57 Rich Milot,... “y LB 64 «237 Penn State 
58 Shawn Burks . LB 61 230 23s LSU 

60 Dan McQuaid...... A T 67 278 26 2  Nev.-Las Vegas 
63. Raleigh McKenzie ....... G 6-20 262) e232 Tennessee 
64 Steve Hamilton............. DE 64 260 2 2 East Carolina 
65 Dave Butz.......... > 67 1205" 3614 Purdue’ 
66 Joe Jacoby ..............0. iT} 67 46305 a7 Louisville 
68 Russ Grimm ... ogee  & Olan 275e 27e0 16) Pittsburgh 
69 RCThielemann............ G6 64 2620 3110 Arkansas 
71 ChatlesMann.............. DE 66 270 2 4 Nevada-Reno 
72 Dexter Manley .. d DE 63 257 27 6 Oklahoma St. 
73 Matk May............. T 66 25 "27 6 Pittsburgh 
74 Markus Koch............. DE. 65 25 2 RA Boise State 
76 RonTilton........... G 64 250 23 R Tulane 
77 Darryl Grant OT 61 275 «6 6 Rice 
78 Dean Hamel oT 63 2755 Tulsa 

81 Art Monk... WR 63 2097 Syracuse 
82 Anthony Jones TE 63 «248 «86 3 Wichita State 
84 Gary Clark..... Soere Wi} 59 173 23 2. James Madison 
85 Don Warren R eae! 64 242 30 8 San Diego St. 
86 Clint Didier Cone ERY TE 65 20 27 5 Portland St. 
87 Terry Orr. ‘itn TE 6-3 27m 2o cet Texas 
89 Clarence Verdin............ WRIKR 58 160 “23 1 ‘SW Louisiana 


HEAD COACH: Joe Gibbs 


» ASSISTANT HEAD COACHES: Richie Petitbon and Joe Bugel 


ASSISTANT COACHES: Larry Peccatiello (defensive coordinator), Don Breaux, Charley Taylor, Jerry 
Rhome, Warren Simmons, Emmitt Thomas, LaVern “Torgy’ Torgeson, Bill Hickman, Wayne Sevier, 
Dan Riley, Jotin Dunn = 


Saturday, Jan. 3 
Soldier Field 
Chicago 
3 p.m. CST 


QUARTERBACK JAY SCHROEDER 


Chicago Bears 
Numerical Roster 


No. Name Pos. Ht Wh Age ‘Yr. College 
2 Doug Flutie 08 59 176 24 R Boston Colege 
4. Steve Fuller 0B 64 «195 «© B Clemson 
6 Kevin Butler K 61 15 mH 2 Georgia 
8 Maury Buford P 61 191 «26 «5 ~~‘ Texas Tech 
18 Mike Tomczak 0B 61 195 24 2 Ohio State 
20 Thomas Sanders RB 511-208 2h 2S Texas BM 
22° Dave Duerson. $ 61 23 2 4 Notre Dame 
23 Shaun Gayle CRS 1933 Ohio St 
24 Vestee Jackson DB 60) 188. «22 R_—_—Washington 
25 Todd Bell $ 61 25 «oF 5 ~~ Ohio State 
26 Matt Suhey FB OST «216 S28’ 7 ~—Penn State 
27 Miike Richardson CB 60) 188 25 4 Afizona St 
29° Dennis Gentry PB SB BOOS Baylor 
33. Calvin Thomas FROST SHC Binois 
34 Walter Payton RB 5-10 202,31 «12 dackson St 
35 Neal Anderson PBST 210 ta Florida 
36 Maurice Douglass DB Osi 200 ats Kentucky 
45 Gary Fencik $ 61 19 32 ff Yale 
48 Reggie Phillips DB S10 «170 «6 2 SMU 
50 Mike Singletary 1B 6 28 @ 6 Baylor 
51 Jim Morrissey 1B «63, 215 «23 2Michigan State 
52. Lamy Rubeng c 62 262 27 3 Montana State 
55. Otis Wilson 1B 62 eB Louisville 
57 Tom Thayer GC 64081 SNe Dame 
58 Wilber Marshall. 18 61 5H Florida 
59 Ron Rivera B68 HB California: 
62 Mark Bortz G 66 2 4 lowa 
6s ay Higenterg © re 638 TS towel 

68 Paul Blair... OT 64 2 BW R  Odlahoma Sete 
70 Henry Waechter ov 8665) (oS OT OS Nebraska 
72 Wiliam Perry DT” 62 38 2 2 Clemson 
73. Mike Hartenstine DE 63 «254 «212 Penn State 
74 Sim Covert T 64 2 26 4 Pittsburgh 
75 Stefan Humphries G 63 28 8 Michigan 
76 Steve McMichael DT «662 BS Texas 
78 Keith Van Horne T 66 20 OB OCG usc 
79 Kurt Becker. 6 65 7 OS Michigan 
80. Tam Weightman T 63.27 & 2 UCLA 
81 Lew Bames.. WR #58 «4163 «2 OR Oregon 
83 Willie Gault .. WR Gi 183 Hh Tennessee 
87 Emery Moorehead TE 62 20 3% 10 Colorado 
89. Keith Ortego WR 60 180 2 2 McNeese State 
90. Al Haris B65 53 DT Asizona St 
95 Richard Dent DE 65 «283-54 Term State 
99 Dan Hampton . DT 665 7 BOB Atkansas 


Physically Unable to Perform — WR Dennis McKinnon, CB Lesiie Frazier. 
‘Non-Football Injury — WR Glenn Kozlowski. 

HEAD COACH: Mike Ditka - 
ASSISTANTS: Jim Dooley, Ed Hughes, Steve Kazor, Greg Landry, Jim LaRue, John Levra, Dave MicGin- 
nis, Johnny Roland, Dick Stanfel, Vince Tobin. 


Special to the Bear Report 

Thirty minutes of football had been played at Veteran 
Stadium and the playoff-bound Redskins were being em- 
barrassed by the lowly Eagles. Washington head coach 
Joe Gibbs had seen enough. 

“I thought he. was Mike Ditka reincarnated,” Washing- 
ton safety Curtis Jordan said about Gibbs’ halftime explo- 
sion. ‘'l thought maybe Joe was fired at halftime and we 
just picked up Mike. | wish you guys could have seen it. 
He went nuts. He was screaming and yelling 
at the top of his lungs. He was just storming up and down 
the locker room. He was crazed. If he’d had a gun he 
would have taken some pot shots.” 

“‘Nobody had ever seen coach like that before,” added 
quarterback Jay Schroeder, who:had thrown two intercep- 
tions in the first half which helped Philadelphia grab a 14-0 
lead. “Every guy had to sit there and ask what were we 
doing, and | was first on the list.” 

Gibbs, who has been mild-mannered during his five 
years at the helm of the Redskins, seemed a bit embar- 
rassed by his tirade. 

“Just say | was angry,”’ he said. ‘I almost hyperventi- 
lated. We made some adjustments and rearranged a lot 
of things.”” , 

Obviously Gibbs’ antics worked becauSe the Redskins 
came alive in the second half. Schroeder led the team to 
three 4th-quarter touchdowns to notch a 21-14 win. The 


Redskins carried the spirit of that come-from-behind win 
into last Sunday’s wild-card game against the Rams at 
RFK Stadium. ; 

Led by a tenacious defense which forced six turnovers 
and a ball-control rushing attack which racked up 138 
yards, the Redskins defeated the Rams, 19-7. That win 
sends the Redskins to Chicago for Saturday's divisional 
playoff game at Soldier Field. 

“The good news is we won today. The bad news is we 
have to play Chicago next,”’ said Gibbs. ‘‘All the teams 
in the playoffs are good, but Chicago is great. I'm just glad 
we're still in the thing.” 

Win over Eagles was important 

Before the victory against the Eagles the Redskins had 
lost two straight games (to the Giants and Broncos) and 
were about to enter the piayoffs through the back door. 
That's why the win at Philadelphia was so important. 

As Gibbs prepared the Redskins for the Rams he real- 
ized his team would have to go back to the basics to win. 
For most of the season Washington had relied on the arm 
of Schroeder to get the job done on offense. But during 
the final three weeks of the regular season, Schroeder had 
11 passes picked off. 

It was time to go back to the running game. George 
Rogers led the dominating rushing attack against the 
Rams as he wrapped up 115 yards on 29 carries. The Red- 
skins have now recorded 30 straight wins when they have 


a back who rushes for over 100 yards. 

“We took a couple of shots at getting the ball downfield, 
but the running game was working preity well for us and 
that's why we stuck with it. We just came out and played 
physical football,’ said Schroeder. 

The rash of interceptions during the final month of the 
season did little to tarnish the fabulous performance by 
Schroeder this season. He finished the regular season with 
4,109 passing yards (highest in the NFC) and 22 touch- 
down passes. His 72.9 rating placed him sixth in the con- 
ference. 

“| don’t think anyone would have expected Jay to do 
what he has done,”’ said Gibbs about the three-year vete- 
tan out of UCLA. “! don’t think we imagined him being 
as productive as he'is. He’s young and every day isa new 
page in his book.” 

Schroeder, who was the Redskins third-round draft 
choice in 1984, was a virtual unknown until late last sea- 
son when he replaced veteran Joe Theismann. When 
Theismann went down with a career-ending leg injury, 
Schroeder took charge of the club, guiding it to five victo- 
ries in the last six games. As a starter, he is now 18-5. 

‘We've been able to do more things with Jay'this year _ 
because he’s so big and strong,” said wide receiver Ari 
Monk. Thanks to Schroeder’s great arm Monk finished 
third in the NFC in receiving this year with 1,068 yards 

Continued Page 8 
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WIDE RECEIVER ART MONK 


Lineups 
Washington 


SUPER BOWL XxXI 


JANUARY 23-26, 1987 


Pasadena, California 


PACKAGE INCLUDES 


eRound trip scheduled air transporta- 
tion from Chicago to Los Angeles. 


Offense 
81 Art Monk, 89 Clarence Verdin wR 


85 Don Warren, 82 Anthony Jones (OF 
66 Joe Jacoby, 60 Dan McQuaid LG 
68 Russ Grimm, 63 Raleigh McKenzie CG. 
53 Jeff Bostic 63 Raleigh McKenzie RG 
69'R C Thielemann, 63 Raleigh McKenzie , RT 
73 Mark May, 60 Dan McQuaid TE 

‘+ 86 Clint Didier, 87 Terry Orr WR 
84 Gary Clark, 46 Ricky Sanders RB 
10 Jay Schroeder, 17 Doug Williams FB 
38 George Rogers, 24 Kelvin Bryant QB 


Defense 


71 Charles Mann, 64 Steve Hamilton 
65 Dave Butz, 77 Darryl Grant 

77 Darryl Grant, 78 Dean Hamel 

72 Dexter Manley, 74 Markus Koch 
56 Calvin Daniels, 51 Monte Coleman 
52 Neal Olkewicz, 58 Shawn Burks 
57 Rich Milot, 51 Monte Coleman 

28 Darrell Green, 41 Tim Morrison 
45 Barry Wilburn, 32 Vernon Dean 
40 Alvin Walton, 48 Ken Coffey 

22 Curtis Jordan, 23 Todd Bowles 


eRound trip airport/hotel transfers. 


e3 nights luxurious accommodations at 
the Westwood Plaza Hotel. 


eDeluxe Sunday Brunch at the hotel. 


eRound trip transportation to Rose Bowl 
Stadium. 


eSouvenir game program. 


Reserve Super Bowl XXI end zone 
game ticket. 


eElegant sports bag. 
eAll taxes. 


50 Mike Singletary, 59 Ron Rivera 

58 Wilber Marshall, 90 Al Harris 

27 Mike Richardson, 24 Vestee Jackson 
24 Vestee Jackson, 48 Reggie Phillips 
22 Dave Duerson, 25 Todd Beli 

45 Gary Fencik, 23 Shaun Gayle 


eServices of a tour representative. 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 
AND BROCHURE CALL: 


gs Red Carpet TRAVEL 
596-0070 


Specialists 


12 Steve Cox, 10 Jay Schroeder PK 
6 Jess Atkinson, 12 Steve Cox P 
53 Jeff Bostic, 77 Darryl Grant PR 
53 Jeff Bostic, 77 Darryl Grant KR 
*31 Ken Jenkins, 89 Clarence Verdin KC 


6 Kevin Butler 

8 Maury Buford 

81 Lew Bames, 89 Keith Ortego 

29 Dennis Gentry, 20 Thomas Sanders 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 52 Larry Rubens 


31 Ken Jenkins, 89 Clarence Verdin 
10 Jay Schroeder, 17 Doug Williams 


PC 


52 Larry Rubens, 63 Jay Hilgenberg 
4 Steve Fuller, 18 Mike Tomczak 


1044 E. 162nd St., SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473 
HOURS: Mon.& Fri.9-8 Tues.,Wed., Thurs. 95:30 Sat..9-1 


— 


Sa 
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Finals totals 


WON 14 1ST 2. (KOVERTIME) 


Sept 7 W 41-31 Cleveland 66,030 
Sept 14 AW 13-10 Philadelphia 65,130 
Sept 22 W 25-12 at Green Kay 55,527 
Sept 28 W 44- 7 at Cincinnati £5,146 
Oct S W 23- 0 Minnesota 63,921 
et 12 W 29- 7 at Houston 6.026 
Co 19 L 7-23-+3a% Minnesota 55 
Oct 26 W13- 7 Getrore 9 
Noy 3 L 17-20 Rans 64,877 
Nov 9 W 23- 3 at Tampa Say 70,097 
Nov 16 W 13-10 at atlanta 55,520, 
Novy 23 W 12-10 Green fay 59,291 
Nov 39 AW 13-10 Paittsturgh 61,425 
lec 7 W 48-14 Tampa Bay 52.746 
fac 15 W 16-13 at Netroit 75,602 
fee 21 W 24-10 at Dallas 57,256 
: Rears 3pponents 
TOTAL FISST DOWNS 305 241 
Rushing © 166 67 
Passing 118 151 
Penalty se 21 23 
3rd. Down: Made/Att 77/207 74/228 
4th Town: Made/Att o/anlia ll/ 21 
TOTAL NET YARDS 5459 4130 
Avg. Fer Game 341.2 258.1 
Total ‘Plays 1045 1002 
Avg. Per Play Jed 4.1 
NET YARDS RUSHING 2700 4 
Avg. Per Game 168.8 91.4 
Total Rushes 606 427 
NET YARDS PASSING 2759 2667 
fivg. Per Game 172.4 166.7 


Tackled/Yards Lost 24/153 62/503 
Gross Ydrds: 2912 31790 
Att./Completions 415/208 513/243 
Completion Pct. 50.1 47.4 
Had Intercepted 25 31 
_ PUNTS/AVERAGE 70/ 40.7 100/ 40.9 
NET PUNTING AVG. 36.9 33.5 
PENALTIES/YARDS 98/ 765 110/ 861 
EUMBLES/RALL LOST 36/22 27/16 
Rushing al 4 
Passing 12 12 
Returns e} 4 


SCORE #Y PERIODS ]_ 24 OT Total 
REARS 88 84 82 92 é 352 
GPPONENTS. 35_36_ 65 51 197, 

SCORING Ti-Ru-Pa-kt. PAT rf STP 


Tustler 9 0 0 36/37 28741 0 12 

Payton 8 3 0 0/0 0700 66 
Gault 0 5 0 0/0 0 00 3¢ 
Sanders, 5 0 0 0/70 0/00 30 
Gentry 1 0 2 0/0 O00 18 
Tomezak 3.0 0 Of 0 OF 00 18 
Marshall 0) 0) 207M ON07105.0) S12 
Ortego O52) 5007 Oke 0701-0: 2 
Suhey 20 0 0 0 O00 a 
Anderson 0 10 070 O00 6 
Barnes 0 39 1 0/0 9700 6 
Flutie uO 0) 0/P10)) 40/100 
Menahon 10 0 070 O90 6 
Moorehead 0 1 0 00 0700 6 
Hampton 4 0 0 0 00 OF 01 2 
Mctichael 9.0 0 0/0 0/01 2 
GEARS 2112 5 36/38 28/41 2 352 
OPPONENTS 412 4 19/30 16/22 0_187 


SACKS: Dent 11.5, Hampton 10.0, 
McMicnael 8.9, Wilson 8.0, [werson 7.0, 
Marsnall 5.5, Perry 5.0, Harris 2.0, 
Singletary 2.0, Fencik 1.0, Hartenstine 1.0, 
Rivera 1.0, BEARS 62.0. OPPONENTS 24.0 


Our Customers Make Us Topps 


Floral Design 


Open from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Order by Phone 
With All Major 
Credit Cards 


O Ricflor’ 


680.8 Dearborn Mir 
‘Mittars 00605 


hige 


312-461-0050 


Bears Season Statistics 


PASSING Att Cup Yds  Cmpx% Yds/Att TN THX Int_Int% Long Sack/Lost Ratin 
Tomezak 151 74 1105 49.0 7.92) 27S HON 66S 4/ 30 50.2 
McMahon 150 77 995 51.3 Gn63) Sue Gealde 5 .Gmntse 6/ 40 61.4 
Fuller 64 34 451 53.1 7.05 2 93.1 4 6.3, t50 8/ S53 60.1 
Flutie 46 23 361 50.0 CS} Gos A Ale! vay 6/ 30 80.1 
Payton 4 0 Qo 0.00 0 0. 25.0 0 O/ 0.0 
REARS 415 208 2912 50.1 70220202 SG OOo m2 4/MOSmS eG 
OPPONENTS 513 243 3170 47.4 GelO 12) 2229.3) 16.0065 = 627503, 49.9 


RUSHING Yds ___Avq Long TD 
Payton a “Ta9a Gow 413 
Suhey eat CH) ee i 
Sanders _ 827) 22 4eee Ging) tS 
Thomas SG cc4hs th maa! 9S 
cMahnon ; 22) Sapo) es 
Anderson Chet, DVS eit ty 
Tomecak. ey ay 5 16 
Gentry DSS 0S ess 3 
Gault Se Be oho) Sig p 
Flutie Fo) 3G) war 19 
Fuller Sasori galt 
Perry z She Sil aio) = 
Buford Lote oe sal 
HEARS 606 2730 aa th? 
OPPONENTS A272 AGUE gRAbns 

RECEIVING NO. (ts ey 
Gault 42 818 to3 
Payton 37 382 Bi ty 
Moorehead 619390) Gis 
Suhey * 24) 235 v8) 0) 
Ortego 23 430 toca 
Wrigntman 22) 241 oy)» 2) 
Gentry LOR Ease: cy) 
Anderson 4 80 tS 1 
Karnes 4 5 14.9 
Thomas 4 ig ig 9 
Sanders 2 18 Nes 2) 
Bortz 1 3 jo tpee9) 
BEARS 208" 2912 EL 
OPPONENTS 243 3170 YS) 

32> )9! aa 
Richardson Zs: 32°09) 
Uuerson 6 139) 36 (0 
Marshall 5S 68 tsa 1 
Fencik nok 1a) 24 
Jackson ° 3 0 GW) 
Wilson 2 31 2b 
Gayle 1 13 Te! 3 
Phillips 1 6 6 2) 
McMichael 1 S Sells 
Singletary 1 3 cy 
BEARS ef ai. 2 3 
Lie : Boel 

PUNTING No. Yds 4a ae Ingg 03 3k 
Buford 63 23950 41.3 ESR) 
BEARS 70 2950 40.7 3 OMS o 


100 4090 40.9 13 le Gigi 
Ret EC Yds  4v3 Long TD 


OPPONENTS 
PUNT RETURNS 


BEARS Oo eS 3 
KICKOEE RETURNS o. Yds Along Th 

Gentry 

Sanders 

Anderson 

Barnes 

Gault 

BEARS 

OPPONENTS i 31,5 
ESELE GOALS. T-19 20-29 30-5) 40-dz 3) 

Butler W/1t 11414 9/12 073 1/8 

Opponents 5 0/0 5/6 3/4 ars 405 

Butler: (S4N,50N,47G,198) (39N,46N,236,2 SSN. 
236) (346,526,276) (419) (246, 426,325)! 3) 
() (298,276) (30G) (256,236,226) (320,446, 25N, 
25N,35N) (46N,32G)(52N,39G,53N,29N,425)(3(416, 


326,226) (314) 

+ (22G)(49G) (226,466,455,50G,52N)() 
(ABN) (SAN) (295) (28N) (266,508) (425) (376) (33 N. 
226) (49N,30G) ()(526,396),(506) 


Maya’s Taco 
Restaurant 


“Serving One of Chicago's Finest Mar- 
Qarita’s’’. Specialties — eTortas 
*Catfish Soup. Fine Mexican Cuisine. 


Give generously 

to the Christmas 

Seal Campaign® 
of the 


AMERICAN Open Every Day From 10 a.m. to ? 
LUNG (312) 421-2539 

- ASSOCIATION 920 South Loomis 

© of Wisconsin CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


The Christmas Seal People ® 


Mention Chicago Bears 


Redskins 


Continued From Page 6 
on 73 receptions. 

“He's a very smart quarterback. He comes in and 
makes the right decisions. Jay doesn’t try to force the ball 
in there. If he gets into trouble he can scramble and make 
some big plays for us.” 

Clark likes Schroeder at quarterback 

Fellow starting wide receiver Gary Clark who finished 
second in the NFC with 1,265 yards on 74 receptions is 
equally impressed with Schroeder. 

“He may get off to some slow starts, but you can bet 
he is going to finish with a good ending. He has great in- 
telligence. We've got a lot of confidence in him. Jay's tak- 
ing good care of us now,”’ Clark said. 

With targets like Monk and Clark, the Redskins finished 
third in the NFC in passing this year with 3,869 yards, an 
average of 241.8 per game. In addition to them, Schroed- 
er also uses running back Kelvin Bryant (43 for 449) and 
tight end Clint Didier (34 for 691) as targets. 

Surprisingly the Redskins’ running game ranked only 
13th in the conference this year. While Rogers rushed for 
1,203 yards (6th in the NFC) the Redskins as a team 
rushed for only 1,372 yards, an average of 108.3 per game. 
Rogers has a strong line to run behind but left tackle Joe 
Jacoby (broken hand) and left guard Russ Grimm (cracked 
rib) were injured in the wild-card game. Both, however, 
are expected to play against the Bears. 

Defensively, the Redskins had an off year. The unit 
ranked 13th in the conference, allowing 331 yards per 
game. The defense ranked 7th against the rush (allowing 
113 yards per game) and 12th against the pass (giving 
up 218 per game). Even though Eric Dickerson rushed for 
158 yards last Sunday the defense did an excellent job 
against the Rams. They forced Dickerson to fumble three 
times and intercepted two Jim Everett passes. 

Leading the charge was middle linebacker Neal 
Olkewicz, the Skins’ top tackler. During the regular sea- 
son he racked up 180 tackles. Against the Rams he forced 
a fumble and recovered another one. 

Other defensive standouts include defensive end Dex- 
ter Manley (second in the NFC‘with a team record 18.5 
sacks), cornerback Darrell Green (5 interceptions), free 
safety Curtis Jordan (157 tackles, 3 interceptions) and 
defensive end Charles Mann (10 sacks). Mann recorded 
the only Washington sack last Sunday. 

Manley skips a practice 

Manley, who is known for his big mouth as well as his 
pass rushing technique, caused quite a stir before the 
Rams game. He decided to skip the teams’ practice last 
Friday, but came back on Saturday and apologized to the 
club. Gibbs fined him but played him against the Rams. 

The kicking game was a disaster for the Redskins dur- 
ing the regular season, but it seems to be under control 
with newcomer Jess Atkinson. The veteran free agent, who 
was cut by the Redskins during training camp but re- 
signed two weeks ago, connected on all four of his field- 
goal attempts and an extra point try against the Rams. 
His predecessor, Max Zendajas, had missed five extra- 
point attempts before mercifully getting placed on injured 
reserve prior to the Philadelphia game. 

“Jess had really responded. | have a lot of confidence 
in him,” said Gibbs. 

Punter Steve Cox finished third in the NFC with a 43.6 
average. He placed 21 balls inside the 20-yard line. Return 
specialist Ken Jenkins finished fourth in the conference 
with a 9.6 punt return average and 8th in kickoff returns 
with a 20.5 average. ’ 


1987 Schedule 


HOME: Minnesota, Green Bay, Detroit. Tampa Bay, 
New York Giants, Kansas City, New Orleans and Seattle. 

AWAY: Minnesota, Green Bay, Detroit, Tampa Bay, 
Philadelphia, Denver, San Francisco and Los Angeles 
Raiders. 


Domco 
Pleasure Pack From The Heart of Dixie. Fresh 
Raw Peanuts. For munching, cooking, parties, 
candy making. Under $10 delivered! With free 
peanut recipes. 5 lbs. Raw Shelled Jambo 
Peanuts. $9.95 delivered in 48 states, (Fe Alas- 
ka, Hawaii $17.95 each), Mail y 
day with check: or money 


Alexander’s 


Down Town 
Best Prime Rib, Steaks & 
Seafood. Breakfast © Lunch ° 
Dinner. Live Entertainment Mon- 
day thru Saturday. 


On Michigan Avenue 
1100 S. Michigan Ave. 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60605 
Telephone (312) 922-4555 
Sam Eli 


Box 458-C 
DOTHAN, ALABAMA 36302 
(205) 793-2148 


o/ 


As Mike Ditka said after the regular season ended, Vince 
Tobin didn’t have to take the assignment of climbing Mt. 
Everest. He could have taken a job in New Orleans where 
he would have been asked only to succeed, not to suc- 
ceed Buddy Ryan’s frosted legend. “But he took it and 
he climbed it,”’ Ditka said. 

Tobin's defense wasn’t through climbing when the sea- 
son ended with the Bears’ third straight NFL champion- 
ship in yards and.offensive points allowed, and the league 
record for points allowed in a 16-game season. The ques- 
tion now is, how high can it go? How far can the defense 
carry the team without dropping it? 

Desperately as Ditka wanted to prove he could win 


without Ryan, he would have preferred to do it less graphi- 
cally. Not only did this defense approximate most of last 
year’s stats, it did so with an offense that had three men 
filling the quarterback job, as though it were a reindeer 


‘costume in the school Christmas pageant. 


That just gave Ditka a chance to prove another point, 
which he likes almost as well as scoring them. Now he 
could prove he could win without Jim McMahon, too. When 
Doug Flutie ended the quarterback debate at Dallas, Dit- 
ka was as defiantly smug about Flutie’s success as he had 
been about Tobin’s. More than proteges, Ditka has made 


them causes. 


Still, Flutie is a rookie. No team has even tried to win 
a Super Bowl with a rookie quarterback who barely knows 
all his teammates’ names, let alone done it. But on the 
other hand, no recent team, aside from the Bears last year, 
has had the overpowering defense and running game that 
can reduce a quarterback’s role from playmaker to 
caretaker, from field general to quartermaster sergeant. 

The Bears’ defense bangs enough heads, they might 
be able to win with Larry, Moe and Curly at quarterback. 
Or Larry, Darryl and Darryl. Maybe for the Bears, defense 


is enough to win another Super Bowl. 


“If it has to be enough, it’ll be enough,” middle line- 


backer Mike Singletary said. 


“it could have been done last year with the defense they 
had,”’ said Dallas coach Tom Landry. “And the defense 


they have right now is playing extremely well. 


| 
Can defense! 
carry Bears | 
all the way? 


New defensive coordinator Vince Tobin didn’t have any 
problems keeping the Bear defense the best in the NFL this 


year. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


“It really takes an exceptional defense to [carry a team 
through the playoffs]. The Bearssare the only ones I’ve 
seen in a long time that have the capability of doing it. 

“They have to control the game. They have to make the 
turnovers and create the field position that enables you 
to score when you’re not really moving the ball very well.” 

When the defense did that last year, the Bears won their 
three post-season games with all the breathing room in 

~Texas. They outscored-opponents 91-10,-Only 20 of their 
points, 22 percent, came on drives that began inside their 
own 40-yard line. : 

All the offense needed to do was avoid mistakes and 
make a few big plays. It lost only three turnovers, with no 
interceptions, and it scored touchdowns on haif of its drives 
past the 20-yard line. 


Offense is making too many mistakes 

Even that was a lot more than the Bears’ offense has 
done this year. 

it has made too many mistakes. The Bears’ 47 turnovers 
are 16 more than they made last year. ‘‘It’s incredible that 
we're losing the ball so much and still winning,” tight end 
Tim Wrightman said. : 

And the offense has made too few big plays, wasting 
too many scoring opportunities. Its touchdown rate inside 
the 20 is the worst in the league. 

In nine games before the finale, the Bears séored more 
than 17 points only in their two games against Tampa Bay. 
In the last 11 games, their record against teams with win- 
ning records is 0-2. 

“If we don’t cut down on turnovers, the good teams will 
beat us,” defensive tackle Steve McMichael says. “That's 
the bottom line. 

“But that’s all. Our offense is playing good enough 
otherwise. They’re moving the ball, keeping us off the field. 
If we cut down our turnovers, we can beat anybody.” 

Ditka has kept saying the offense has to help the 
defense by cutting down turnovers, limiting mistakes. That 
may not be a task to which Flutie, with seven quarters’ 
NFL experience, is best suited. He’s still wet enough be- 
hind the ears to water plants. At Dallas, he threw an inter- 
ception and took three sacks when he dashed uncertainly 
from the pocket. The defense tricked him into calling bad 
audibles. 


Defense is tough after turnovers 

But the other quarterbacks were hardly mistake-free. Be- 
sides, the Bears’ defense is special. The Bears’ defense 
can cope with a few turnovers near its goal line. 

Four times, the Cowboys took possession in Bear terri- 
tory after turnovers. The first three times, the Bears took 
the ball right back. The last time, with the Bears ahead 
24-0, Dallas needed a 50-yard field goal to score. 

And this was against an offense with more power than 
a pair of C batteries. The Bears hadn’t played one of those 
since the second Minnesota game. It wasn’t their fault they 
kept playing teams that could barely move the ball without 
a licensed van line, but the question still nagged. Could 
they dominate a playoff team’s offense, too? So it was en- 
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couraging to see the Bears dispose of Dallas like a paper 
cup in a lawn mower’s path, just as they had done to so 
many bums of the week. The Cowboys may have had their 
first losing season since Tom Landry had hair, but their 
offense featured people who have been on magazine 
covers. It ranked sixth in NFL yardagé and was one of only 
two teams in the top 10 in both rushing and passing. 

“This was one of those games we got up for,” safety 
Dave Duerson said,.Uh-oh, you could-almost hear the 
other NFC playoff teams saying. You mean the Bears’ 
defense was stifling yawns much of the time it held 14 of 
145 opponents to one touchdown or less? It lapped the field 
without using passing gear? 

The question of whether it surpassed the 1985 defense 
no longer needs asking. “We've had a lot more adversity 
to deal with,” McMichael said. ‘‘We:don’t give up the big 
play as often. We haven’t had big leads, but we still have 
the best pass rushers in the league.” 

That’s where Flutie comes in. The thing he does much 
better than Mike Tomezak and Steve Fuller, the quarter- 
backs behind him in the butcher-shop line for the job, is 

Continued Page 11 


“BEARS ALL PRO CRUISE” 


DAN MIKE 
HAMPTON SINGLETARY 
oTis DAVE 
WILSON DUERSON ' 
°Ft. Lauderdale eSt. Croix 
eSt. Thomas on eNassau 


FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 7, 1987 
COSTA RIVIERA, CARIBBEAN CRUISE 


CRUISING ITALIAN STYLE. 


Discussions and highlight films by Dan Hampton, Otis 
Wilson, Mike Singletary and Dave Duerson. Hosted by 
former Bears player Revie Sorey. 

¢Souvenir Football per Cabin 

Round trip Airfare to Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 

Full Casino including Craps and Baccarat 

First Class Accommodations 

eTransfers between Airport and Ship 

eThree Outdoor Jacuzzis 

Private Party with Bear Players 

eEntertainment 

All Meals on Boardy 

¢Onboard Activities 

All Port Taxes 

Inside Cabin fora low: $1,296.00 per person; 
based on double occupancy 
Outside Cabin from a low: $1,446.00 per person; 

based on double occupancy 

For further information regarding the “BEARS ALL PRO CRUISE,” 

please write or call: ] 

JOE ANTIMURO 

The Travel Agency, inc. 

300 West Washington Street, Suite 1006, Chicago, Illinois 60606 

(312) 853-1073 
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Hampton’s 
silence cost 
him votes 


Bear defensive end Dan Hampton’s omission from the 
NFC Pro Bowl team is a perfect case study in how the me- 
dia influences the players: In this instance, it probably cost 
Hampton a spot on the team. 

And that’s unfortunate. Hampton is the anchor when he 
lines up over center in the ‘‘Bear’’ defense, formerly the 


- “46.” And he is always one of the first players opposing 


offensive coordinators consider double-teaming when they 
construct game plans against the Bears’ No. 1 ranked 
defense. Hampton deserved to be on the Pro Bowl team 
voted on by the players. But three games into the season 


* he stopped talking to print reporters and refused almost 


Brian 
Hewitt -<. 7 


x \ ews 


NFL Notebook 


all interview requests with radio and television broad- 
casters. The word that filtered down from the Bear front 
office was Hampton was fed up with the ‘‘media circus” 
that had pitched tent at the team’s Lake Forest head- 
quarters. s 

Fine. It’s a free country. But suddenly Hampton’s name 
and personality almost disappeared from the airwaves, 
newspapers and magazines. Players in other cities utilize 


’ national media outlets like The Sporting News, Sports |I- 


lustrated, Sport Magazine, Inside Sports, USA Teday and 
The NFL Today to help make their judgments about whom 
to vote for. 

Hampton’s name wasn’t “‘out there.’ Out of sight. Out 
of mind. 

Hampton himself isn’t entirely blameless. The last sen- 
tence of Article 4 of the standard NFL Player Contract 
clearly states: ‘Player will cooperate with the news me- 
dia, and will participate upon request in reasonable promo- 
tional activities of club and league.” 

Nobody dislikes media members parading around the 
Bear locker room more than Hampton’s teammate and 
friend, Steve McMichael. But McMichael is generally ap- 
proachable if not effervescent with the media. The fact that 
McMichael made the NFC Pro Bowl team for the first time 
this year is not directly related to the amount of interviews 
he granted. He earned his spot this year_with his play on 
the field. But there is a certain irony at work there. 

___ Like it or not, Dan Hampton will not be in uniform in 
Hawaii Feb. 1. Like it or not, his cool relationship with the 
media this year played a significant role. 3 

And it will probably cost Hampton. Most Bears have in- 
centive clauses built into their contracts. Selection to the 
Pro Bowl team is a moneymaker. 

Nobody said anything about fair. 


‘VINNY I: 

“Intrigue” is the best one-word description of the machi- 
nations surrounding the league-wide interest in Miami 
quarterback Vinny Testaverde. By finishing 2-14, the Bucs 
ates the first pick in the first round of next spring’s NFL 
draft. 

But the Bucs already have Steve “The 40-million Dol- 
lar Quarterback’’ Young at quarterback. Early indications 
out of Tampa are they will keep Testaverde and try to trade 
Young. 

“With Young and Testaverde I’m sure it would be the 
same as it was with Bo Jackson,” said Tampa Bay owner 
Hugh Culverhouse. ‘‘We’ll explore all types of trade pos- 
sibilities before we do anything.”’ 


+ oe 


VINNY Il: 
Sources close to the Bucs say the teams most likely to 
make an offer for Young are San Francisco and Dallas. 
The team expected to make the strongest bid for 
Testaverde is Atlanta. Reports say the Falcons are pre- 
pared'to offer running back Gerald Riggs, nose tackle Tony 


Dan Hampton’s unwillingness to talk about his performances on the football field may have cost him a spot on the Pro 


Bowl team. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


Casillas and two first-round dfaft picks for Testaverde. 

“We'll make eestrong push for Vinny Testaverde,” says 
Falcon president Rankin Smith Jr. ‘‘Probably as strong 
a push as we’ve made for anybody.” 


MORE VINNY: 

Testaverde still hasn't selected an agent. But 80 peo- 
ple have lined up for the job. Testaverde has enlisted the 
services of Miami Judge John Gail to screen the can- 
didates. 

Gail will narrow the list to eighty late January at which 
time he will personally interview them. Early favorites to 
make the final eight were Leigh Steinberg, Bob Woolf 
(Doug Flutie’s agent), Jack Mills and Dr. John Geletka. 

Washington attorney Richard Bennett estimates 
Testaverde will seek a five or six-year deal in the $10 mil- 
lion neighborhood. 

Testaverde has ‘“‘no weaknesses,’ says Patriot person- 
nel chief Dick Steinberg. 

“I'd love to have him (Testaverde) on the Cowboys,”’ 
said Dallas vice president in charge of personnel develop- 
ment Gil Brandt. ‘‘He’s a great football player and a top- 
notch person. We think Steve Young is a good football 
player, too.” e 


MORE VINNY II: 

Before Culverhouse turns his attention toward Testaver- 
de, he must first clean up the mess made by his team’s 
horrible season. 

He scheduled a ‘‘state of the Bucs” press conference 
for Dec. 29 at which time he was expected to fire Leeman 
Bennett and announce a new coach. Bennett is 4-28 in 
two years. : 

The list of names of possible replacements include form- 
er Eagle coach Dick Vermeil, former USFL coach Steve 
Spurrier, Lion defensive coordinator Wayne Fontes, Alaba- 
ma coach Ray Perkins and Miami assistant David Shula. 

Perkins is the front-runner. But Fontes, a former Bucs 
assistant, is the guy who held Bear coach Mike Ditka’s 
offense to one touchdown in two games this year. That 
has to impress Culverhouse. 

The younger Shula coaches all-Pro quarterback Dan 
Marino with the Dolphins. He’d be a natural to work with 
Testaverde. 


DON WHO? 

The Bennett-Testaverde furor reached an absurd height 
recently when Bucs staffer Phil Krueger found out a man 
named Don Coryell from San Diego had moved into his 
neighborhood. 

It turned out to be ANOTHER Don Coryell, not the one 
who coached the Chargers earlier this year. But at one 
point rumors were rife that Coryell might replace Bennett. 


THIS Don Coryell turned out to be an investment coun- 
selor who admitted he got some “‘damn good treatment” 
in San Diego from people who thought he was Don Coryell 
the football coach. v 

Coincideritally, Coryell (the non-coach) owns the Tam- 
pa kennel where Bennett keeps his dogs. 


NOTES AND QUOTES: Bear special teams coach Sieve 
Kazor has withdrawn his name from the list of candidates 
for the vacant New Mexico head coaching job. 


MCMAHON 


= NFL Licensed 

| This 23” x 35” fine-art 
poster has been beautifully 
produced in duo-tone inks 
which artistically capture 
fee McManon at his best. 


365° per poster 


‘Send CHECK or MONEY ORDER to 
SPORTS 2000, INC. 
P.O. Box 6618 
Washington, DC 20009 


Name 
Address 
City 
State Zip 


THE 
Tim Wrightman Show 
Reilly’s Daughter 


411th & Pulaski (in the Ranch Manor Shopping Center) 
Oaklawn, Illinois 423-1188 


EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT AT 8:30 P.M. 


Meet Tim Wrightman and a different 
Chicago Bear each week. 
Present this ad for $1.00 off on our 


Famous Bear Brunch each Sunday 
10:30 a.m. to 1:30/p.m. 


‘sponsored in part by 


Anheuser-Busch 
Homewood Beverage Company 
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Continued From Page 9 
turn bad plays into good ones. ‘‘He makes things happen, 
period.” 

Maybe he’ll give the defense a chance to see how great 
it can be with a lead, with its pass rush unchained. But 
even if he doesn’t, the defense could very well be enough. 

Three of the last four teams to allow the fewest points 
in the NFL won the Super Bowl. In the eight years since 
rule changes helped the offenses, five No. 1 scoring 
defenses reached the Super Bowl and four won it. 

Besides points allowed, the Bears led the league in 
yards allowed and rushing yards — all of which put train- 
ing wheels on an unsteady quarterback. The only team 
with that triple crown since the rules changed won the Su- 


per Bowl. It was the 1985 Bears. 


Jamestown Stamp 
Co., Inc. 


WORLDWIDE PREMIUM COLLECTION 
Over $100,00 Catalog Value 


oo eae 


Send Today Only $2.00 One Per Customer 
No one else offérs such a valuable collection 
for only $2.00. These beautiful stamps are a 
perfect start for a new collector or they will en- 
hance any existing collection. 120 varieties 
which include pictorials, mint singles, used sin- 
gles'and even complete sets. These are not 
penny stamps but fine stamps that go as high 
as $3.00 apiece. This is a bargain too good to 
pass up and only offered by JAMESTOWN 
STAMP CO. You'll also receive a free catalog 
{ull of bargain offers on stamps and accesso- 
ties, Plus fine stamps from our approval serv- 
ice. Buy what you like — return balance,” 


MOST TIMELY GIFT ITEM! 


Vt 


Conserve Energy! Track Down Air 
Leaks With Thermoguard. 
Why have exhuberant heating or air condition- 
ing bills when you can do something about it! 
New highly sensitive THERMOGUARD indi- 
cates air leaks to a minimum of 0.15 degrees 
F above or below room temperature. For ex- 
treme accuracy move this solid state electronic 
thermal detector probe along the edges of 
doors and windows to check weather stripping. 
Early detection around electrical outlets, fire- 
places, mouldings, pipe pass-throughs, cracks 
in walls or ceilings will save you hundreds of 
dollars. Scan insulation defects in homes or 
commercial buildings. The most effective tool 
for detecting abnormal temperature in heat dis- 
sipating components such as; resistors, tran- 
sistors, integrated circuits, vacuum tubes, etc. 
Compact and lightweight. Only 6 inches long 
and 2 inches wide with easy to read color cod- 
ed central scale meter. Control your desired 


Advanced collectors please indicate stamp 
needs, 
Dept. 17CB 


Adeanestoun ew york 14701 QBS 


environment and make big savings year round 
for only $17.95, plus $2.00 for shipping and 
handling. 


Cox Hardware 


Give a Gift to Stay in Shape 
Tanning Beds, Unlimited Use Til Jan. 31, 1987 
$59.95, Specialized Programs & Instructions. 
Holiday Special 25% Off On Memberships" 
“Bring in this ad and reseive a free T-shirt with 
either 3 months, 6 months or 1 yr. membership 

312-884-6537 
** Full Line of Pro Shop Goods 
Happy Holidays From Gold's Gym 
Hoffman Plaza Shopping Center 
HOFFMAN ESTATES, ILLINOIS 60195 ~ 


Breathing Aids Ltd. 


NEW! 

Cold Weather 

Breathing Aid 
ideal for outdoor occupations, linemen, farm 
workers, firemen, mailmen or anyone who must 
be outside in winter weather. *Warms frigid 
-5°F air to a comfortable +50°F using body 
heat ¢Fits all sizes, easy to wear, safe *Does 
not interfere with vision or normal body activi- 
ties *Can be washed in any film-free -house- 
hold detergent 


P.O. Box 62 
DOLTON, ILLINOIS 60419. 
(312) 238-7222 


101 S. Grant, Dept. CB 
HOUSTON, MINNESOTA 55943 
507-896-3146 


SenrooD eZ 


Fresh Uncooked Seafood 
Delicious Cooked Carryouts 
Casual Dining 


Two Locations to Serve You 


312-325-8080 
777 N. York 
HINSDALE 

312-964-4200 


6400 S. Cass 
WESTMONT 


Mon.-Thur. 9:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Fri. 9:30 to 9, Sat. 9:30 to 8:30 


Reza’s Persian 
Restaurant 


Plant-filled windows, fresh flowers on clothed 
tables, and exotic background music make our 
place cheery and charming. We pride our- 
selves on plentiful portions and low prices. Less 
than $6.00 buys an appetizer plate (parsley, 
radishes, onion chunks, fetalike cheese), warm 
pits, soup, entree, fluffy rice with dill and lima 
beans or plain, and tea. Grilled items — strip 
Steak, gently spiced ground beef, and lemony 
chicken — really stand out. Other choices in- 
Clude tender lamb shank, baked whitefish, and 
delicious stews — one with chunky meat in a 
spinachy green sauce, another with tiny tidbits 
of meat and cooked-down yellow split peas in 
a tomato-based sauce. Mashed eggplant with 
garlic and spices is an excellent appetizer 
choice. Diced cucumbers in minty yogurt are 
a must side dish. For desser, try a platter piled 
with pastry. Beverages include good Turkish 
Coffee, salted yogurt with mint, pomegranate 
juice, and occasional specials such as fresh 
Cantaloupe juice. Corkage fee. Open daily 11 
a.m. to midnight. 

(312) 561-1898 
1479 W. Berwyn 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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OWLINGHAM 


?* UNLIMITED 
Fish Alaska's Remote 
“Wood River Lakes" System 
*Rainbow Trout ¢Grayling eSalmon (5 

Species) *Arctic Char ¢Pike 

2440 East Tudor Road 

Suite 1137 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99507 
(907) 344-7939 


The Onion Roll 


Open: 6 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon., 6 a.m.-6 
p.m. Tue.-Sat., 6 a.m.-4 p.m. Sun. Eat- 
in, Delivery (Large party tray orders 
only), walk-up window in deli area, take- 
out. Aptly named the Heartburn, the 
large corned beef sandwich with coles- 
law and pickle, plus potato salad or 
fries, can be had on an onion roll, kais- 
er roll, or rye bread. Breakfast and 
lunch here are 28-year-old Oak Park 
traditions, with fish plates highlight for 
the hand-cut, freshly smoked lox and 
hot pastrami you could die for. Back to 
the beef, the Reuben is savory, too. 
Homemade soups also worth sam- 
pling. Onion, egg, and plain bagels 
available fresh daily. 
6935 W. North Ave. 
OAK PARK, ILLINOIS 
Phone 312-383-2548 


| Am The Ultimate Skiing Ex- 
perience, | Am Cupp Run. Come 
Alive to an Adventure in Skiing!! 


(304) 572-5252 
Information 
(304) 572-1000 
P.O. Box 10 
SNOWSHOE, WEST VIRGINIA 26209 


Be Sure You Receive 
Our Brochure ‘Making Tracks’ 


Name 
Address 
State Zip. 


Mail to: Snowshoe Mt. Resort, 
Snowshoe, WV 26209 


D’Andrea & Son 
Italian Foods 


Hours M-F 9:30-6, Sat. 9:30-5 
Sun. 10-2 
The D'Andrea family has been involved in the 
food business for over forty years and in its 
Present location since 1967. The decades of 
experience make this more than just another 
food store. The six thousand square feet of re- 
tail selling space contain merchandise in five 
basic categories: groceries, deli items, kitch- 
en equipment, baked goods and wines. The 
groceries include a dozen brands of imported 
and domestic pasta, fifteen brands of canned 
tomatoes and tomato products, twenty btands 
of olive and other vegetable oils, a variety of 
Spices, a forty-eight-foot section of vinegars, 
canned and glassed fish products, vegetable 
goods, soups and so forth. Deli selections in- 
Clude Italian luncheon meats, cheeses, salads, 
Sandwiches and freshly made sausage and 
Toasted beef. The sausage is made daily in- 
house from 100 percent pork and contains no 
water, chemicals or preservatives. You will also 
find a choice of spaghetti sauces cooked on 
the premises, and a selection of pastas, includ- 
ing ravioli, A small housewares section holds 
Noodle makers, pasta machines, dishes, bowis 
and assorted gadgets. The D'Andrea & Son 
bakery produces a variety of pizzas and Italian 
breads, the old-fashioned crusty kind without 
Preservatives. The wine department stocks a 
good selection of Italian imports, most moder- 
ately priced, plus some California jug wines. 
Cermak Plaza, 7055 West Cermak 
BERWYN, ILLINOIS 60402 
Telephone 312-484-8121 


Royal Limousine 
Service 


Chauffeur Driven Lincoln & Cadillac. Full 
Stretch Limousines. *Color TV *Bar & Priva- 
cy-Divider «AM/FM Stereo & Rear Astro Roof 
(216) 638-7055 Evenings 
2836 Warren Meadville Rd. 
CORTLAND, OHIO 44410 


Three Happiness 
Restaurant 


Chinatown's most popular spot for dim sum. 
Carts emerge from our kitchen bearing a mind- 
boggling array of steamed dumplings and 
buns, deep-fried pastries, plates of cold meats, 


mouth-watering sweets and other exotic items 
that make up the traditional Cantonese Tea 
lunch, Please arrive early if coming with a 
group. Dim sum is served daily 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Most major credit cards accepted. 
(312) 791-1228 
2130 S. Wentworth 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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‘Chicago 
Bears Bucket”’ 


**Clear acrylic ice bucket filled 
with: Bears Pennant *Bears Hat 
eBears Mug Bears Pin all for 
only $30.00. Phone order to 
“Bucket of Fun” 

(312) 749-7324 
Mention the Bear nig 
Buckets also available for all 

Chicago Teams, 


Network Specialists inc. 


Specializing In: 


Video Movie Rentals 


Home Video 
Entertainment 
Center 


New Releases 
Weekly 
Video Recorders — Sales 
RCA - Sony - Zenith 
Open Everyday 
Mon. thru Fri. 10-9 
Sat. 10-8, Sun. 12-5 


312-366-9070 


7369 W. North 
RIVER FOREST, ILLINOIS 


Albano Bake Shop 


Open’7 a.m.-5 p.m. Tue.-Sat., 7 a.m.-3 p.m. 


Authorized Novell Dealer 

We Supply and Install All Types 
of Networks Including; 

eIBM Token Ring °Ethernet 
eArenet eS-Net ¢Starlan 

For More Information, Contact 


eLocal Area Networks 
°Micro to Mainframe 

¢SNA & BYSYNC Gateways 
©3705 & 3725 Ports 

Cable Installation 
Network Bridging 


Network Specialists Inc. 
901 N. Batavia Ave. 

BATAVIA, ILLINOIS 60510 
312-406-1600 Mention Dept. 


Put Gourmet Popcorn 
To Work For You! 


eFund Raisers ePrivate Labeling eGifts eCalling 
Card Carrier. Deal direct with the producer of 
the finest gourmet popcorn in the U.S.A. This is 
the best! 


Send this ad to 


Sun., blosed Mon., Closed for vacation end of 
Jan. Parking. Delicious, made-to-order cannolis 
are only one small sampling of the wide array 
of baked goods that this 64-year-old neighbor- 


TRELAY, INC. 


Route 1, Livingston, Wisconsin 53554 
for info and samples 


hood bakery sweetly dispenses. 
one 

“1 gew up on Taylor Street, where every few 
blocks there was a pastry shop. Our favorite 
place was Albano's. No matter what you 
bought, there were always a few cannoli in the 
box, too. A box of cannoli was also the best 
thing to bring a sick friend or when visiting. Al 
bano's is now in Elmwood Park.” 

Marie Bradness, Berwyn 
“Cannolfs are just the ‘icing on the cake, ' They 
make the best cannoli and chocolate custard 
filling in a whipped cream yellow cake. My par- 
ties wouldn't be complete without their canno- 
i, Neapolitans, and custards, not to mention 
their homemade cookies."” 

Judie Palacios, Lemont 
7816 W. North Ave. 
ELMWOOD PARK, ILLINOIS 
Phone 312-456-5550 


Mountain 
Bike Tours 


10% DISCOUNT... onourspectacular, __ 
adventure-filled vacations, if you clip out this ad 
and include it with your catalog request. 


Calypso Excursions, Inc. 


Bicycle Outfitters (617) 465-7175 


12 Federal St., Mention Chicago Bears 
NEWBURYPORT, MASSACHUSETTS 01950 


Edward and Virginia McCaskey 
Holy Family Hospital's *‘Renascence Award’’ Recipients 


We are pleased to honor Edward and Virginia McCaskey 
as the first recipients of Holy Family Hospital’s 
“Renascence Award.” This prestigious award is 
bestowed on a community member who demonstrates a 


“rebirth — to be bom again,’ but it also reflects a 
philosophy of humanitarianism, a doctrine, attitude and 
a way of life centered on human interests and values, 
Ww The McCaskeys are distinguished by their achievement 
commitment and a responsiveness to the dignity and inthe areas of family, businessiand community service. 
worth of man. Renascence is a Latin word meaning 


Holy Family Hospital 


100 N. River Road, DES PLAINES, ILLINOIS 60016 
Mention Chicago Bears. 
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McMahon: Flutie’s inexperience could hurt 


Jim McMahon was back in Chicago last week after 
recuperating from shoulder surgery Dec. 12 in Los 
Angeles. 

McMahon is getting therapy twice a day during the ini- 
tial phase of his rehabilitation program. He no longer is 
wearing the sling that held his arm in a partial throwing 
position after the surgery. 

“The swelling has been going down and it’s starting to 
feel a little bit better,” McMahon said. ““When all the swell- 
ing is out of there it should feel a heck of a lot better.”” 

The Bears’ quarterback situation also is in a lot better 
shape now that coach Mike Ditka has settled on Doug 
Flutie to be his quarterback in the playoffs. 

When asked to comment on the Flutie decision McMa- 
hon at first would only say, “That's not my business.”’ But 
he later expanded on that. 

“He did himself well in the Dallas game,” McMahon said 


' of Flutie. ‘‘I still think he needs to learn the offense more. 


To me he doesn’t look like he’s comfortable back there.”” 

McMahon also said Flutie’s lack of NFL experience 
could be.a factor in the playoffs. “You definitely have to 
have some experience for the playoffs,”’ he said. “I still 
think Steve Fuller will be a big part of the offense before 
it’s all over. | think the experience is maybe something 
that'll show.” 


McMahon said he’s already seen some of that inex- 
perience in Flutie. ‘“‘You’ve got to have someone back 
there who’s comfortable with what he’s doing. And just 
from my observation he doesn’t seem comfortable back 
there. He’s still unsure about some plays and calls he 
Should make. And you can’t have that going into the 


" ‘playoffs,’ he said. 


Ditka disagreed with McMahon’s assessment of Flutie, 
saying, ‘(Playoff experience) doesn’t mean a thing.” 

But McMahon admits, “The way things turned out Dit- 
ka came out smelling like a rose.”” 

Ditka and McMahon also disagreed on what McMahon's 
role with the Bears might be during the playoffs. McMa- 
hon said he expected to have some tips to give to the quar- 
terbacks at times. “‘I’ll try to do as much as | can as far 
as what I can see they’re trying to do defensively. That's 

“usually what | do when I’m not playing,” McMahon said. 


“| shop there, 
why don’t you!’ 


— Dgve Duerson 


MasterCard 


Lincoln Mall 
Matteson, IL 


But Ditka saw McMahon's role as being less significant. 
“Just be of moral support for his teammates, no input at 
all,” he said. 

The possibility of a quarterback battle between McMa- 
hon and Flutie during next year’s training camp also has 
come up. But McMahon doesn‘t see any baitle shaping 
up. ‘| know there’s going to be competition, but | don’t 
expect a battle,” he said. “If my arm comes back to where 
| want it to, | don’t expect any problems.” 

But if there was a battle for the starting job McMahon 
wouldn't shy away from it. “1 like competition. That makes 
everyone play better,” he said. 


While his shoulder was getting betier in Los Angeles 
McMahon said he was getting a lot of calls from movie 
directors that wanted him in their movies. “They've been 
calling more since I’ve been hurt than when | was play- 
ing,”” McMahon said. 

McMahon said he’s received about 10 offers to do mo- 
vies this summer. But he’s turning all of them down be- 
cause they’d take up too much time. 

With all his injuries this season McMahon has had a lot 
of time on his hands, and he’s glad this year is almost over. 
“It’s just frustating to miss the playoffs again. It’s been 
a very frustating year from day one,” he said. 


Redskins will face Chicago next 


The Los Angeles Rams proved Sunday in Washington 
that too many turmovers and too many mistakes will take 
a team out of the playoffs quickly. ; 

The Rams committed six turnovers against the Red- 
skins, four fumbles and two interceptions, and had seven 
penalties in the NFC Wild-Card game, 19-7. 

The Redskins will play in Chicago Saturday at 3 p.m. 
CST against the Bears in the divisional playoffs. But in- 
stead of flying to Chicago for the game, Washington prob- 
ably will be limping. 

The Redskins got beat up in the game Sunday, with the 
two biggest injuries sustained by tackle Joe Jacoby and 
guard Russ Grimm. Jacoby fractured his hand in the game 
and Grimm suffered what was thought to be a broken rib. 

“We're kind of running low on our lineman,” said Red- 
skins coach Joe Gibbs. “But | was really pleased our guys 
were able to fight back.” 

The trip to Chicago will be even tougher for the Red- 
skins because they play on Saturday and lose one day 
of rest. ' 

“The good news is we won. The bad news is we have 
to go to Chicago and play the Bears,”’ Gibbs said. “We 
don’t like the faet that we have to play Chicago.” 

Still, the Redskins get to continue in the playoffs thanks 
to the generosity of the Rams. 

Three fumbles by the Rams in the first half, including 
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two by running back Eric Dickerson, led to six points for 
Washington. 

The seven first-half penalties by Los Angeles also cost 
them field position. 

The Redskins also didn’t move the ball real well, scor- 
ing only one touchdown while settling for four field goals. 

Looking at it another way, Washington was very happy 
with the four field goals by Jess Atkinson of 25, 28, 35 and 
19 yards. Max Zendajas, who was kicking earlier this year 
for Washington, was placed on injured reserve in favor 
of Atkinson. Zendajas had missed numerous big field goals 
and extra points this season. So Gibbs saw the four field 
goals on Sunday as one of the bright spots in the win. 

The Rams’ only score came in the fourth quarter when 
Jim Everett connected with Kevin House for a 12-yard 
touchdown pass to make the score 16-7. 

Any hopes of a Los Angeles comeback died when Al- 
vin Walton intercepted an Everett pass with six minutes 
left in the game. 

Behind the passing of Jay Schroeder and the running 
of George Rogers, who gained 115 yards, Washington 
didn’t commit any turnovers in the game. 

“We just came out and tried to come off the football and 
play physical football,” said Schroeder, who completed 
13 of 23 passes for 90 yards. “There wasn't anything we 
couldn’t handle.” 
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